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Does a Blended Learning model for an Introduction
to Critical Care Course increase nurses' perceived

knowledge and confidence in clinical practice?

e During the coronavirus pandemic, rapid 4 )T To design a revised Introduction
education of critical care nurses was 4/, ‘) to Critical Care curriculum
deployed to ensure patient safety during | 7 Wate aligned with the CC3N step 1

the surge (Liu et. al. 2024). ' national competencies by

 Newly hired nurses were expected to ~_utilising different teaching
work with a new scope of practice with | = methods in supporting the
the expectation that skills would develop | knowledge and confidence of
in the clinical environment (Critical Care \ newly hired nurses with no

Networks-National Nurse Leads (CC3N),

2020). experience in Critical Care.

* A condensed one-day didactic version of
our existing introduction course was
delivered potentially impacting learner
competence and confidence.

A. Immediately post-course: B. Three months post-course:

=« Learner feedback supported the idea All learners (24) agreed that All learners (24) reported
that recovery from the condensed the content of the course is that the course improved

version of the Introduction to Critical appropriate to their level of their knowledge and
Care Course was essential. . . . .
learning. confidence in caring for

critically ill patients.

Passed on secorsd attempt (1)

Utilising elements of the pre-pandemic course, a new ,
curriculum was designed. This was trialled with two cohorts
in 2023.
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The recovery of the Introduction to Critical Care course by

utilising a blended learning approach was a necessary
initiative to enhance the knowledge, clinical practice and
confidence of the new starters in Critical Care.

Teaching methods like low fidelity video simulation of
common clinical scenarios (intubation, fluid resuscitation,
etc) and several more are now developed. Skills stations will
also be utilised to provide a practical aspect to the course.

Developing the course has equipped learners who have no
previous experience in Critical Care a good foundation of
knowledge, skills and decision-making in caring for critically
ill adults. which ultimately improves patient safety.
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