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A shoe factory sends two marketing scouts to a region of Africa to study the prospects for 

expanding business. One sends back a telegram saying,

SITUATION HOPELESS - STOP - NO ONE WEARS SHOES

The other marketing scout sends his telegram, writing triumphantly,

GLORIOUS BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY - STOP - THEY HAVE NO SHOES

The art of possibility....





What are you thinking and listening to right now?

Do you see yourself as a leader?

Do you see yourself as a change maker?

Do you feel fulfilled?

Are you comfortable with feeling uncomfortable?

Do you spend quality time with yourself understanding  who you are and what is your 

purpose?

Your story....



Dr Marshall Ganz, Harvard Kennedy School

If it’s good enough for Obama it’s good enough for nurses







Fast forward 50ish years..... 

Professor of Nursing Studies

Programme Director of Nursing Now Challenge

Consultant WHO Geneva HQ Workforce 2023-2024

Global Nurse Advisor Scottish Ministerial Taskforce for Nursing and Midwifery

Co-Director Edinburgh Global Nursing Initiative

Fellow RCN

Fellow Nursing Midwifery Royal College of Surgeons Ireland

Adjunct Professor Johns Hopkins School of Nursing, USA

etc, etc, etc, etc...........!



It’s never the role...it’s 

always the goal





















Shiffman (2017) Four Challenges That Global Health Networks Face (ijhpm.com)



Resources: we’re here to share 
knowledge & information 
with you, to strengthen 
your global network 

Leadership: we provide 
opportunities to build on leadership 
development both personally and 
professionally, to encourage local 
and global impact

Networking: we offer opportunities 
to be part of a social movement, 
collaborating both online and in 
person 

Research & Innovation: we 
connect people in innovation 
and research to accelerate 
global health solutions

Our driving force & what we offer is present in our four foundational pillars:

What is the Nursing Now Challenge about?



Nursing Now Challenge: the legacy continues 

The Nursing Now Challenge is a global network 
of 155, 078 student & early-career nurses & 
midwives.

Our members are made up of 1,128 organisations & 942 individuals in 115 countries - and we 
continue to grow!

Since June, 8 new countries have joined the Nursing Now Challenge: Ecuador, Guyana, Latvia, 

The Netherlands, Nicaragua, Suriname, Sweden & Tunisia.



It is totally free to be a member of the Nursing Now Challenge. 

Individuals and organisations alike can join the Nursing Now Challenge.

We work with individuals, as well as health employers, universities & colleges
around the world to champion leadership development opportunities for 
students & early-career nurses & midwives.

If you would like your organisation to join, we can support you & provide 
guidance to your hospital or institution about how they can get involved.

Membership



The Nursing Now Challenge Advisory Board: 
A formidable team of dedicated nursing leaders 



If you decide to join you will be connected to your Regional Hub. There are six 
Regional Hubs, each with several Regional Leads as follows...

The Network 

Hazel Vera Tan

African Americas Western 
Pacific

Europe Eastern 
Med

South 
East Asia

Maurine Musie

Mohamed Modber

Cecilia Ndunga

Zipporah Iregi

Aimee Horcasitas

Stephanie O’Neill

Abigail Weavers

Tracey Collins

Tsung-Po Huang Floriana Pinto

Andrés de Juan Ortega

Małgorzata Stefaniak

Lincoln Gombedza

Saima Alwani 

Zaibunissa Maneshia

Earnest Lamuel

Jamyang Dorjee

Rahul Sharma

Ratna Gandana

Regions & their Regional Hub Leads



The Challengers’ Committee

The Challengers’ Committee is made up of more than 316 
student & early-career nurses & midwives.

The Challengers’ are members of the Nursing Now Challenge 
community who want to do more & are committed to driving 
change & forging the future of nursing & midwifery in their 
regions & beyond.

Challengers’ Committee members work with the Nursing Now 
Challenge team to identify innovative ways to actively support 
the nursing & midwifery agenda in their countries & regions. 





New member 





Hear from members of the 
Challengers’ Committee …



“Participating in the Nursing Now Challenge and being 
part of the Challengers' Committee has been an incredibly 
rewarding experience. It's been inspiring to work with 
passionate nurses from around the world, from the 
bedside to the political arena, in high-level events with 
the ultimate goal of promoting global health and patient 
well-being. Nothing I could have imagined a few years 
ago when I decided to enter nursing, and now making a 
difference has become the main goal and I know I can do 
it through nursing.“ 

Andres De Juan, European Regional Hub Lead, 
Challengers’ Committee.



“It has been a remarkable journey working with the Nursing Now 
Challenge, an organisation dedicated to raising the voices of nurses 
globally. I take immense pride in being part of this impactful initiative, 
initially as a member of the Challengers’ Committee and now as the 
Challengers’ Committee, Eastern Mediterranean Regional Hub Lead. 

We have organised many events and facilitated discussions about the role 
of  Advanced Practice Nurses in advancing UHC, representing the Eastern 
Mediterranean region on a webinar hosted by the World Health 
Organization and participating in regional meetings to share and discuss 
strategic pathways.

The Nursing Now Challenge team is truly supportive without any barriers.”

Zaibunissa Maneshia, Eastern Mediterranean Regional Hub Lead, 
Challengers’ Committee.



“True leadership in nursing is about building 
relationships that foster trust and 
collaboration. The Nursing Now Challenge has 
empowered nurses to hone these skills, 
creating a healthier future for all.”

Aimee Horcasitas, Americas Regional Hub 
Lead, Challengers’ Committee.



Some of our ongoing events & resources...



Health Action Training

We collaborate with HAT to provide 
exclusive online leadership courses & 
communications training through 
techniques drawn from actor training, 
practical applied drama & evidence-based 
research to teach improved person-
centred communication & resilience for 
health professionals.

We are developing a bespoke leadership, 
advocacy & project management course
for the Regional Hub Leads of the 
Challengers’ Committee. This course will 
be mandatory for all Regional Hub Leads 
to complete. 



The 1000 Challenge

This project is a call to nurses, midwives, community 
health workers and their respective students in 
low-resource settings to identify and be supported in 
solving challenging healthcare issues where they live 
and work. 

Through these studies, nurses can feel empowered and have leadership and career 
development, as well as equip them to improve health outcomes in their communities. 

The platform serves to tackle the stark inequity that currently exists in research – specifically 
who leads and who directly benefits from studies and their findings. It was acknowledged that 
nurses, midwives, and community health workers are frequently cited in work, but all too 
often not given the guidance or tools to lead research itself.



A new collaboration with the Sabin Vaccine Institute, to 
build on previous successful partnerships. 

• This project is a public-private movement to prevent 
Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) infection, eliminating 
cervical cancer as a public health concern

• NNC is a Consortium partner and the work was 
launched at an event in Kuala Lumpur (4-6 September 
2023)

• On 18th October, we will launch a new NNCGSI in 
collaboration with the Global HPV Consortium. This 
NNCGSI will challenge participants to consider ways 
to improve access acceptance & uptake of HPV 
screening & treatment.

The Global HPV Consortium



Nursing Now Challenge: The Debates

We are planning a series of interactive online sessions, 
covering what we hope will be impactful issues for 
global audiences, with an engaging and unifying 
potential. 

Stream 1: Nursing in Crises
• Nursing in conflict zones
• Imposter syndrome
• How to find your tribe
• How to keep going in a 

healthy, positive way 
amongst disappointment 
and emotional heft

Stream 2: Advocacy
• Politics and healthcare
• Lobbying from grassroots –

what's possible for you to 
achieve?

• Climate change and 
planetary health

Stream 3: Industry
• Planetary health and NCDs
• AI and informatics -

developments and how they 
impact healthcare

• Genomics
• Financing and economy



The idea for the Nursing Now Challenge Global Book Club came from 

wanting to create a space for sharing thoughts on books that were 

directly or indirectly related to nursing and midwifery. 

Engaging with the authors to explore the origins behind the book, allowing 

for a healthy and respectful flow of conversation, stimulating ideas and 

thoughts to broaden our understanding of the books, their story and 

meaning. 

We have facilitated several Global Book Clubs, featuring authors such as:

• Sarah DiGregorio, Taking Care: The story of nursing & its power to 

change the world

• Katherine Trebeck, The Economics of Arrival

• Lord Nigel Crisp, Health is Made at Home, Hospitals are for Repairs

Nursing Now Challenge Global Book Club



Upcoming events

OCTOBER

• Launch of new NNCGSI in collaboration with the HPV Consortium, Sabin Vaccine Institute

• Global Book Club session with Kandace Chimbiri (TBC)

NOVEMBER

• Relaunch of Nursing & Midwifery in Crisis webinar series

• Launch of Debates series

DECEMBER

• Welcome Webinar

• Global Book Club with Barbara Stilwell



Circle back to Marshall....



Amy Staley’s story





If you want to see what your life looks like in 5 or 10 years 

time, listen to what you are saying right now

The Nursing Now Challenge may just be your first step to 

YOU being the author of the next chapter of your story

What will be your story after today?



Stay connected!

NursingNow2020

@NursingNow2020

nursingnow.org

https://www.facebook.com/NursingNow2020
https://twitter.com/home
https://www.nursingnow.org


Thank you for listening!

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 
us at challenge@nursingnow.global


