
Can you ‘computer generate’ 
clinical judgement?

And is there a disadvantage using electronic patient records?



Hello my name is…



Aims of Today

• Discuss use of Electronic Patient Records (EPRs)

• Does the use of an EPR influence care?

• Think about our role as critical care nurses

• What does the future look like?



Key point: I am not just an old man

(I’m 38!)





What is an electronic patient record?

What is love?

What is the point in this?

What is the meaning of life?

What happened in 1985?

What can you put on a rash? 

What could I be doing rather than this

What is an easy presentation?

What is an elephant’s favourite food?

What is an acceptable swear word?

What is an electronic girlfriend?

What is an electronic outage?

What is an electronic solution to life?

What is an electronic Pat Sharp?

What is an electronic Pat Butcher?

What is an electronic patient record?



EPRs are a legitimate part of the MDT



How do EPRs influence bedside care?





..but likely more.



Creep towards remote care?

• Shift of reviewing/prescribing away from the patient

• Handovers done away from the patient

• Jobs done away from the patient



EPRs at the bedside

• Computers at every bedspace

• Minute-to-Minute (or hourly) information

• Legible clinical notes and prescriptions to hand

• Guidelines and access to learning at the bedside



Enhancing care but creating 
challenges?

(Discuss!)





What is clinical judgement?
And how do you think an EPR influences nurses?





What is clinical judgement?



What skills are associated with clinical 
judgement?

(Discuss!)
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What is Competency 1.1?

Clue: 1.2 is Respiratory System



End-o-the-bed-o-gram



Social Cues

Emotional Cues

Equipment Issues

ABCDEF



Oh, hi human friend. Your patient is 
due clopidogrel at 20:00

Just wanted to keep you in the loop!

Is this 
appropriate? 
Does it make 

sense?

Are they 
immediately 

post-op?

Have they had a 
clotting screen?

Do they have an 
epidural?

Is there a 
procedure 
planned?

Ok well if the 
computer says it.. 
It must be true!

Has it been 
documented to 
give or withhold 

it?



The.. Future?



Where should the EPR… stop?

(Discuss!)



Going forward
Technology should never be the only change.
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But.. What about AI?

• Will continue to lack context

• …unless you give it context (PRI – GRO)

• …time you could see a patient?

• …WebMD?

• Liability



Can you ‘computer generate’ clinical judgement?Should you ‘computer generate’ clinical judgement?



Can technology be wrong?






